To ; An Cathaoirleach and Each Member of Kilkenny County Council

Re: Register of Electors 2008/2009
I refer to the Register of Electors 2007/2008 and General Election held on 24th May 2007and wish to report hereunder.
A.   Review of 2007/2008 Register of Electors

In the period June to October 2006, Kilkenny County Council undertook a comprehensive review of the Register of Electors. The review was the most extensive and detailed ever undertaken by the Council. 

In the preparation of the Register which resulted in a Draft Register being published on 1/11/2006, and subsequently a live Register on 1/02/2007 the following tasks were undertaken.

· house to house enquiries were made by 36 staff to roughly 27,000 households,
· application forms were left to those who were not listed in the Register, 
· calling cards were left to those who were not at home and  follow up visits were made. 
· letters were issued to those whom it was intended to remove from the Register.
· an Extensive publicity campaign was under taken both at national level by the Department of Environment and at local level by Kilkenny County Council through  press and radio.

· The availability of the on-line enquiry system checktheregister.ie  was advertised  by Kilkenny County Council.
The above process resulted in a Register of Electors of 66,777 persons of which number 66,413 were entitled to vote in the Dail Election. That included 616 persons on the supplement to the register. 

Following the notification by the Department of the Environment as to polling day and in order to facilitate applications to the Supplement to the Register, Kilkenny County Council opened its offices to the public on Saturday the 5th of May 2006.

On Polling day the 24th May 2007 Council Staff manned phones from 7.30am to 10.30pm and received approximately 400 phone calls from presiding officers on duty at the polling stations and from the public. The calls mainly related to whether or nor people were on the Register, in which location were they to vote or the address of their local polling station.
Following polling day the Council processed and is continuing to process 218 corrections to the Register. The nature of the corrections is as follows:
Deletions           78

Additions          68

Modifications   72
Total                218.

There are numerous reasons for deletions from or changes to the Register :.

· Elector deceased since publication of the Live Register

· Change in address since publication of the Live Register

· Duplicate entries

· Incorrect address

· Deletions in error

I wish to advise that I have now carried out an examination of the 218 corrections. I am to conclude that the Council records are not adequate to substantiate 12 deletions and from that point of view these 12 should not have been deleted. 
In order to address the matter fully an advertisement has been placed in the local media requesting persons who believe that their names were omitted in error to contact Kilkenny County Council in writing to so that  their applications for inclusion on the  Register can be processed as quickly as possible.
Arising from this exercise I propose that a revised system of check and cross checking will be introduced in the future to ensure that all deletions from the register are valid.

B.     Preparation of Draft Register of Electors for 2008/2009

· Draft Register 2008/2009.

The compilation of the Draft Register of Electors 2008/2009 is now commencing.
The fieldworkers house to house exercise will be undertaken between June and September when all households will be visited, details will be checked of those, who are already on the Register, application forms will be left to those who are not, new applications will be processed and new data entered .This will lead to the publication of  the Draft Register on the 1st of November.

· The claims process period will then follow.

There will be a period for claims for inclusion in the register where claims are made to the County Council, list of claims are published and assessed by Co Register at revision court(s). The latest date for the submission of claims is the 25th November 2007.
· The publication of the Register  

Following the determination of claims the Register will be published. on 1st February 2008 and will come into force on the 15th February 2008 and remain in force until the next Register comes in forces on the 15th February 2009.
· The process repeated

The preparation of the Register of Electors is an annual exercise so the entire process will be repeated again during 2008/2009 in advance of the next Local elections.
 Eligibility for inclusion in the Register.
The Register comprise four categories of electors

	Citizenship
	Type of Election at which eligible to vote
	Letter on Register

	Irish
	All elections & referenda
	_________

(None)

	British
	Dail European & Local
	D

	Other EU Citizens
	European & Local
	E

	Non EU Citizens
	Local Elections only.
	L


Qualification for Registration as an Elector.

The following qualifications apply.

	Category of Elector
	Qualifications

	Presidential Elector
	(a) 18 years or over on 15th February in the year in which the Register comes into force

(b) ordinary resident in a constituency on the qualifying date (1st September in the year preceding the year in which the Register comes into force)

(c) a citizen of Ireland on the qualifying date.

	Dail Elector
	(a) 18 years or over on 15th February in the year in which the Register comes into force

(b) ordinary resident in a constituency on the qualifying date (1st September in the year preceding the year in which the Register comes into force)

(c) a citizen of Ireland or a British citizen  on the qualifying date.

	European Elector
	(a) 18 years or over on 15th February in the year in which the Register comes into force

(b) ordinary resident in a constituency on the qualifying date (1st September in the year preceding the year in which the Register comes into force)

(c) a citizen of Ireland or a national of a Member state of the European Union other than Ireland on the qualifying date.

	Local Elector
	(a) 18 years or over on 15th February in the year in which the Register comes into force

(b) ordinary resident in a local electoral  area on the qualifying date (1st September in the year preceding the year in which the Register comes into force)




Issues of Residence.

A person may only be resident at the premises at which he/she is ordinarily resident on the qualifying date .There are some exceptions-Members of Defence forces, diplomats & their spouses, patients in psychiatric hospitals & prisoners.

The determination of ordinary residence is a matter for decision for the Registration Authority or the  County Register in the case of a claim.

Departmental guidance states that ordinary residence of certain persons is as follows

	Students
	Option of being registered at parents home or student residential address

	Travelling Community
	Register where they spend the greater part of the year

	Persons who return to parents home at weekends
	Register where they live for work purposes.

	Emigrants from Ireland
	Do not register unless absence is of a temporary nature-up to 18 months and person continues to have strong ties with area

	Holiday Homes
	Persons should not be resident in respect of holiday homes

	Return to Ireland on Holiday
	Should not be registered.


Postal Votes

Certain categories must/may be registered as postal votes

	Defence Forces
	Must be registered as a postal voter

	Gardai
	May apply to register as a postal voter

	 Diplomats & their Spouses
	Must be registered as a postal voter

	Persons with a physical illness or  disability living at home
	May apply to  register as a postal voter

	Persons unable to vote in person because of the circumstances of their occupation, service or employment including full time students in the state.
	May apply to  register as a postal voter


Persons who change address should be registered at their new address.
Persons cannot be registered at more than one premises.

A matter of Personal Responsibility also.

While every care will be taken to ensure that the Register will be as accurate as possible voters & intended voters must take responsibility to check that they are on the Register and that their details such as name and address are correct.

Kilkenny County Council will engage in a publicity campaign to drawn attention to the need for the public to check the Register.

There are numerous opportunities to check the Register –copies have been sent to  every Garda station, every Post Office, City Hall & every Council Area Office & Branch Library in  Kilkenny City & County, Citizens Information offices & public health Dispensaries together with the Customer Service Desk at County Hall. If for any reason the register is not available at any of these locations a further copy can be forwarded.

Persons can also check the Register on line –the address is checktheregister.ie.

Copies of the Register have also been forwarded to Members of the Oireachteas & to Members of both Kilkenny Local Authorities and any assistance Members may wish to offer will be welcomed.

___________________

John Mulholland,

Director of Services.

Transportation , Corporate Services and Emergency Planning.
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